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Churches Asked to be Careful and Vigilant:  
Georgia Back in Coronavirus Red Zone in Latest 
White House Report 

Citing an increase in cases, President Trump’s coronavirus task force moved Georgia 

back into the most severe category for spread of the virus for the first time since mid-

September. The report warned of asymptomatic spread, particularly in social gatherings, 

as cool weather pushes people indoors and friends and families plan holiday events. 

 

“Georgia must expand the mitigation efforts statewide as test positivity and cases are 

increasing,” the White House Coronavirus Task Force report, dated Sunday, said. 

  

The seven-day rolling average of new confirmed cases in Georgia has climbed about 

45% since bottoming out October 2, and current hospitalizations have started to climb 

after weeks of improvement, an Atlanta Journal-Constitution analysis of state data shows. 

  

Georgia started this latest surge in confirmed cases at nearly double the level that       

preceded the summer wave. And health experts have said the cooler months ahead 

could be bleak in Georgia if residents do not heed warnings to wear masks, practice    

social distancing, wash hands, get a flu shot and avoid gatherings, particularly in poorly 

ventilated spaces. 

  

Churches may want to reconsider in-person gathering or, at the very least, ramp up their 

vigilance and strictly adhere to safety protocols. We will continue to monitor spread of 

the virus and make further recommendations as needed. 

 

—Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson and the North Georgia Conference Cabinet  (11/11/2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

globalepidemics.org 



Page 2 Second Helpings 

Highlights from November in Pictures 

Blessing Bags for Davies Shelters 

All Saints Sunday Celebration with Bryce Delaney Playing bagpipes 

Thanksgiving ‘Altar’ 

New Member Susan Stroup sharing stories of Murphy-Harpst on the First Sunday in Advent 



Persons of the Week 
 

December 06: Sue Duck 

 7 Mt. Creek Drive SE  

 Rome, GA 30161-7917 
  

December 13: Vesper Frazier 

 311 E. 2nd Ave, Apt 1 

 Rome, GA 30161-3269 
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Please remember these friends with cards, calls, visits, and prayers. 

December 20:  Dottie Taylor 

 4 Canterbury Ct. SE 

 Rome, GA 30161-9433 
 

 

December 27:  Susan Stroup 
 743 East Point Road 
 Cedartown, GA 30125 

Congregation 

Carl Alexander  

Susan Autry 

Bob Baker 

Erma Braden 

Herb Brown 

Jim & Gerrie Burton 

Danny Carver 

Giles Chapman 

Nancy Davis 

Ronnie Farmer 

Phil Franssen 

Carolyn Garwood 

Gibbons Family 

Margaret Gibson 

Charles Griffin 

Mardelle Lynch 

Bill Pharr 

Edith Swint 

Vivian VanLandingham 

Carol Vogt 

Darlene Wallace 

LuAnn Williams 

Friends &Family 

Katherine Ammons  

Terri Black  

Linda Brown 

Tony & Laurie Clark 

Daria Giebler 

Patty Harvey 

Destiny Erica Head 

Ronald Hicks 

Khloe Hill 

Sue Hurley 

JoAnn Jacks 

Larry Jacks 

Janie Jolley 

Garrett Jones 

Pat Jones 

Milton Kahn 

Bill & Peggy Lanier 

Jayme & Kristy Laney 

Lisa McDaniel   

Mason McKenzie 

Military Personnel 

John Morris & Family 

Stephanie Kiser Nation 

Sherry Nolan 

Diane Norrod 

Julie Ousley 

Andy Peabody 

Michael Powell 

Deborah Reynolds 

Ruiz-Baleon Family 

Nancy, Edwin, & Allison Sims 

Dan Smith 

David Stevens 

Jonathan & Charlotte Sturtz 

Paul Sturtz 

Bonnie Thomas 

President Trump 

Julie & Addie Turner 

Urquhart Family 

Antonio Valles 

Tyson Wait 

Mary Whilllock 

Sunny Wilkerson 

Jim Williams and Family 

Kennedy Williams 

Prayer List  

Drive-In Worship...Still  

Beginning on Sunday, December 6, the Drive-In Service meets at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday! We 
will continue to meet outside each  Sunday until we move back into the sanctuary.  Rain or shine.  Due 
to the rising number of cases in our church and in our community, meeting inside has been pushed 
back again.  The new target date for resuming inside worship is Christmas Eve.  Updates will be                  
given closer to that time. 
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One thing good with this pandemic is that we are not buying as much, we are not 
eating out much, and we are not partying much. And I hope that means we had 
some extra time on our hands.  I don’t know about you, but at the Kim-Soh 
household, we are way ahead of our schedule for Christmas. We decorated our 
house this past week; we decked the halls with boughs of evergreens, Christmas 
smoke men came out one by one. The Christmas pyramid was lit, Christmas  
houses displayed, and, of course, the Christmas tree was up way ahead of                 
schedule.  We have many fancy Christmas decorations and ornaments, some quite 
expensive and rare.  We have been collecting them since 1990 as we traveled to 

different parts of the world.   
 
But my all time favorite Christmas ornament is very simple, humble, and not of very good quality. It is 
what our first-born, Leigh who is now 9, made when she was just a toddler.  It is the very first                 
ornament she made with her own hands.  I am sure her preschool teacher helped a lot. It's an imprint 
of her palm with white acrylic paint on a blue glass ball- each finger is decorated as a snowman, with a 
hat, two black dots for eyes and an orange nose. And it says on top, “Love never melts.” On the tag 
attached, it says, “These aren’t just five snowmen. As anyone can see.  I made them with my fingers 
which are a part of me. Now each year when we trim the tree, we’ll look back and recall Christmas time 
2014, when my hand was just this small.”  Of course I love it; despite its imperfection, unpretentious-
ness, and simplicity, to me it reflects the glory of life God has gifted to our family. 
 
The season of Advent, as we prepare the coming of the Messiah, we see something very similar—
unpretentiousness, simplicity, humbly revealing God’s glory. We just came through the most divisive 
election in our history where power and wealth were put to the test.  Billions of dollars were spent on 
campaigns and all kinds of promises were made. But our Messiah, our Lord and savior Jesus, was          
nothing like that. He alienated the rich and powerful and instead befriended the poor and powerless. 
He made very few campaign promises, nothing about lowering taxes or increasing jobs or eradicating a 
pandemic. He didn't even promise to make Israel great again!  Instead he spoke about welcoming the 
stranger, feeding the hungry, loving the unlovable, clothing the naked and caring for the sick. His              
campaign slogan was “Deny yourself and take up your cross”!  He embodied and demonstrated his 
words and taught us, “God’s love never melts.” 
 
I know we all had a rough year and some of you more so than others. In this season, I want you to    
remember that God’s love for you never melts.  Nothing can take away that love found in the manger 
and on the cross.  I wish you a meaningful Christmas! A Christmas in which you embody and demon-
strate God’s incarnate, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Millie 

Pastor’s Page 

December Sermon Scriptures 

December 06 Mark 1:1-8 | “Clean Up”| Second Sunday of Advent |11:00 a.m. 
December 13  Psalm 126 | “Joy in the Midst of a Pandemic”| Third Sunday of Advent |11:00 a.m. 
December 20 Luke 1:26-38 | “Waiting on the Threshold”| Fourth Sunday of Advent |11:00 a.m. 

December 24 Luke 2:1-20 | “The Light of  the World”| Christmas Eve |5:00 p.m. 
December 27 John 1:1-14 | “Emmanuel in Life”|11:00 a.m. 
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Dear Church Family, 
 

It is a blessing to share with you in 

Christmas blessings to children 

here and elsewhere.  As our son 

George expressed when he was 

four years old, “Some and some 

make a lot.”  That has been a great 

line for us to remember all these 

years.  My ‘some’ and your ‘some’ 

have already made a lot.  We will all     

continue praising God that we are 

able to accomplish so much in that 

way. 
 

Love, 

Lynda & Tom Climer 

Blessings and Gratitude 

Susan Stroup (re)joined our church family on Sunday, November 22.  Susan is a deaconess and will be 

participating in the life of our church as a deaconess.  Please see the description below of what this 

ministry entails. 

Welcome New Member 

Dear Friends in Mission, 
 

Thank you!  The dear people you just helped with your gift to 

UMCOR may never been the opportunity to meet you, but if 

they did, I am certain their response would be—Thank you! 
 

Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the humanitarian agency of 

The United Methodist Church,  providing disaster response 

and relief to areas impacted by natural and mad-made disasters 

around the world.  And through your financial support, you are 

serving within a vital network of interactive relationships as 

UMCOR responds to increasingly-frequent and destructive 

storms—sharing 100% of donated funds with those in need! 
 

Grace and  Peace,  

Roland Fernandes, General Secretary 

Global Ministries | The United Methodist Church 

Deaconess & Home Missioner Ministry 
 
Deaconesses and Home Missioners are laywomen and laymen who are called by God to be in a     
lifetime relationship in The United Methodist Church for engagement with a full-time vocation in 
ministries of love, justice, and service. Together we form a covenant community that is rooted in 
Scripture, informed by history, driven by mission, ecumenical in scope, and global in outreach. 
 
The Deaconess and Home Missioner call to ministries of love, justice, and service is defined in            
Paragraph 1913.1 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline, which states: 
 
Deaconesses and home missioners function through diverse forms of service directed toward the 
world to make Jesus Christ known in the fullness of his ministry and mission, which mandate that 
his followers: 
a. Alleviate suffering; 
b. Eradicate causes of injustice and all that robs life of dignity and worth; 
c. Facilitate the development of full human potential; and 
d. Share in building global community through the church universal. 
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United Methodist Women News 

Thanks to all who have so generously given this month to support the 
Ruth & Naomi House breakfast program.  We were able to send $290 
for November!  Well done! 
 
Please continue to support this local mission project by mailing or 
bringing your checks to the church, designated Ruth & Naomi House.   
 
Many thanks and Merry Christmas, 
Cindy Smith, UMW President  

International Mission Giving Opportunity 

We need your help! One of the Methodist pastors of Venezuela Now wants to make it possible for 40 
children to have Christmas. He has a plan to provide clothing and a Christmas celebration for them. He 
estimates the cost will be $20 per child. This would be such a blessing for these children who have very 
little. Would you like to be a part of this opportunity? You can give online at www.venezuelanow.org or 
write a check to Second Avenue UMC and add Venezuela Now in the memo.  

End of Year Giving 

Dear Second Avenue Friends,  
 

Thank you for your financial generosity this year.  In these final weeks of 2020, as you consider your 

giving to the church, please note that contributions must be received in the church office or postmarked 

on or before December 31 in order to be included on your giving statement for 2020.  Contributions 

received after that date will appear on your giving statement for 2021.   
 

Blessings, 

Greg Gaston, 2020 Finance Committee Chair 

Vital Signs 

Financial giving in November: $18,121 

Budgeted amount needed as of November: $216,639 

Budgeted amount given as of November: $197,647 

(Shortfall of –$18,992!)   

http://www.venezuelanow.org/?fbclid=IwAR3YQVJj4qpiJiBZ98KcSPN3bYLewKA52AVNKxuKgvE6lfLheM5-cn2GoZg
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Blessing Bags for the Homeless 

Dear Church Partner,   

As the weather is changing, we will be doing more outreach to our unsheltered neighbors. There are 

some ways that you and your church can support us this season with tangible items. We are looking to 

our partners like you to work alongside us. Attached you will find the blessing bag information. It would 

be wonderful to have these bags beginning the week of Thanksgiving. We will continue to need them 

throughout the winter, ending in March. If your church wants to partner with us, please let us know so 

we can count on you. Thanks for all the ways you help The Davies Shelters serve here in Rome!  

 

Grace and peace,  

Devon Smyth, Executive Director  

770-714-2361-cell / 706-802-6300-office  

 

HOPE Alliance Comfort Bag Info sheet  

A couple of tips for packing. Use gallon size Ziploc bags.   

You can do all of the items listed below or  you can pick your five favorites and pack those.   

We are so thankful for your participation in blessing someone in our community!  

 

Action Ministries Announces Upcoming Merger with Hope Atlanta 

Action Ministries, Inc. announced that the organization plans to merge with Hope Atlanta, another                 

non-profit dedicated to fighting homelessness and food insecurity. The merger is expected to be                  

complete in January 2021, and will result in the formation of a new organization combining the                  

resources of Hope Atlanta and Action Ministries. The North Georgia Conference celebrates all that  

Action Ministries has accomplished in its more than 50-year history, and all that the newly formed             

organization will accomplish through this merger. The Conference will work to develop a Statement             

of Relationship with the new   organization in the coming months.  Action Ministries, Inc. was founded 

in 1963 by The United Methodist Church as Urban Action, but it has long operated as a separate non-

profit with an extensive network of community partners. Action Ministries is operated by an                   

independent Board of Directors.  

  

Find answers to questions in this FAQ. The North Georgia Conference will    

continue to share information and updates as they are available.  

• Peanut Butter Crackers 

• Granola & Protein Bars   

• Canned or Pouch Meat (with easy open tab)   

• Kleenex     

• Band-Aids   

• Hand Sanitizer    

• Baby Wipes   

• Feminine Products    

• Toothpaste & Toothbrush   

• Bottled Water   

• Hats   

• Gloves       

• Deodorant  

• Hair Combs      

• Soap  

• Shampoo  

http://hopeatlanta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/HOPEAMI-FAQ-Merger.pdf?mc_cid=921b3c3ba6&mc_eid=24a4c00915


801 East Second Avenue 

Rome, GA 30161 

Phone: 706-234-6406; Audio Worship: 706-786-6406 

Email: 2ndave@bellsouth.net 

December Birthdays  
12/01             Sophia Kim-Soh 
12/03             Lib Rogers 
12/05             Jim Burton 
12/07             Theo Kislat  
12/09             LuAnn Williams 
12/11           Darlene Wallace  
12/15              Iva Chapman 
12/17              Randy Embree 
12/17              Mike Jackson 
12/19              Jesse Barton 
12/22             Anne Whitefield 
12/25             Jean Christian 
12/26             Bill Underwood 
12/29             Brennan Baker 
12/31             Maddie Gibson 

Second Avenue United Methodist Church 

Our Vision: ‘Knowing Christ & 
Making Christ Known” 

Audio Worship Available 24/7!  Call 706-786-6406 any time. 

We’re on the Web:  

2aveumc.org 

December Anniversaries 
12/08   Jody & Martha Rogers  
12/10    Dennis & Kathy Urquhart 
12/11     Beth & Mike Colombo 
12/26   Jamie & Mike Jackson  

"Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods. 
His love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love endures forever. To him who 
alone does great wonders, His love endures forever. Who by his understanding made the heavens, His 
love endures forever, who spread out the earth upon the waters, His love endures forever."  

—Psalm 136:1-5  

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/passage/?q=psalm+136:1-5



















