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January 2026 

Second Helpings 

As we begin this new year, I find myself asking, “What will I do new this 
year?” 2025 was full of new things for me, David and Jake and I are       
excited to see what 2026 brings. We are truly blessed and thankful for the 
new opportunities God placed in our lives to come here to Second Avenue 
UMC and to move to this beautiful city of Rome. When we think about 
new things, it usually brings about a feeling of hope to us. A hope that our 
life is filled with fresh starts and new possibilities. Even when someone is 
struggling, there is hope that there will be new news, hopefully better 
news, soon.  
So, as 2026 begins, I can’t help but ask each of you, “What’s new?” What’s 

new with you? What’s new with your family? What’s something new you are working towards? 
What’s something new you’ve learned?  And I can’t help but wonder as we begin a new year, 
what’s new with God?  I  believe that God IS a God of new life—who engages each new moment 
with holy creativity,                 redemptive possibility and transformational love. I pray that as we 
start a new year, we will all find ourselves in a place where we dare to wonder what God is up to 
in our lives, our church and our world. 

As this year begins, I find myself wondering what we might learn together this year. I am                  
wondering how we might grow spiritually together this year. I am wondering what work God is 
equipping us to do together—what need God is calling us to address. I am wondering how we 
might love others and love God in new ways. May 2026 be filled with a keen awareness that God 
is with us always. May we be filled with hope and wonder and love as we ask God, “What’s new?” 
together. 

Blessings to each of you as we begin this new year of wonder together. 

Pastor Stephanie 

Pastor’s Page– Rev. Stephanie Hannah 

January Sermon Scriptures 

January 04  Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-14 | “God Loves Us Just the Way We Are”  

January 11   Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17 | “Listening for God’s Voice”  

January 18   Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:29-42 | “Come and See” 

January 25   Isaiah 9:1-4; Matthew 4:12-23 | “Fishing and Discipleship” 
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Highlights from December in Pictures 

Annual UWF sponsored Christmas 
lunch was lots of fun. 

We collected hundreds of cold 
weather clothes and other items 
which were donated to Loving             
Others Ministry, a local organization 
which ministers to our homeless and 
disadvantaged neighbors 

Our new Chrismon trees look beautiful! 

The Helping Hands ladies gave JoAnn  
a Going Away party. 
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January Schedule 

Liturgists: 
01/04  Mike Colombo 

01/11   Greg Gaston  

01/18   Susan Stroup  

01/25  Dennis Urquhart 

Persons of the Week 
 

January 04: JoAnn Thomas  
 196 Old Calhoun Road 
 Rome, GA 30161 
 
January 11: Laura Bledsoe 
 667 Compton Road SE 
 Silver Creek, GA 30173-2958  

January 18: Sheena Baker 
 7 Granite Way NE 
 Rome, GA  30161 
 
January 25: Jerry Waters  
 3015 Village Blvd. 
 Rome, GA 30161-1058  

Please remember these friends with cards, calls, visits, and prayers. 

Congregation 
Genny Alexander  
Donna Bledsoe 
Barbara & Terry Cothran 
Nancy Davis 
Erna Dobbs 
Sue & Terry Duck 
Rev. Stephanie  
  Hannah & Family 
Betty Hardy 
John & Beth Kennedy 
Susan Kennedy 
Bill & Cindy Pharr 
Lib Rogers 
Orlando Shaw 
Jerry Waters  
 
Friends & Family 
Dusty Alexander 
Nancy Allison 
Madelyn Amerson 
Dana Andrews 
Anne Barker 
Jerry Branton 

Brooke Brown 
Jimmy Brown 
Gwen Bullock 
Chris Butler 
Wayne Casey 
Kathy Cason 
Lisa Crowder 
Wendell Crowder 
Ruth Day 
Stephanie Dunn 
Roxanne Golden 
Carol Gunter 
Elise & Parker  
  Hendricks 
Myers Hendricks 
Molly Horton 
Hytowitz family 
Jessie (foster child) 
Kathy Jarvinan 
Gloria Johnson 
Garrette Jones 
Matthew King 
Faye Laney 
Josh Laney 

Ivy Law 
Pat Law 
Chad Lester  
Angela Mackler 
Martha Martin 
Taylor Martin 
Haley & Will McDonald 
Tom & Cheri McElroy  
Leisa McEntyre 
Blakely Messer 
Pam Mills 
Raymond Millwood 
Terri Minor 
Lucie Mitchell 
Posey Mitchell 
Ali Morales 
Lynette Murphy 
Camil Nedela 
Holli Nix 
Bo Payne 
Jeremy Peace 
Kori Petty 
Beth Pitt 
Aimee Rank 

Roger Ramey 
Margaret Rodela 
Mallory Saville  
Peaches Shaw 
Karen Stanley 
Shirley Stanton 
David Stevens 
Susan Tate 
Michael Thomason 
Nadia Vagnerova 
Esperanza Vail 
Pavel Wagner 
Lori Watters 
Ray Waters 
Alice Wiener 
Mitzi Wilburn 
Kennedy Williams 
Morgan Wilson 
Jalen Wofford 
Laura Beth Wright 
Tommy Yarborough 
 
 

Prayer List  

Acolytes: 
01/04  Kevin Baleon-Ruiz 

01/11   Theo Kislat   
01/18    

01/25  Theo Kislat   
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United Women in Faith, January 10 

Birthday Bash on Wednesday, January 28 

Mark your calendar and plan to join the fun on Wednesday, January 28, at 6:00 p.m.  We 
will have a Wednesday night supper and celebrate everyone’s birthday at once with lots of 
cake.  Fun for all ages.  Contact Beth Colombo (706-728-1910) if you’d like to provide a 
cake or for more details. Watch upcoming bulletins for more information. 

Keenagers Lunch on Thursday, January 15 

Plan to join the Keenagers on Thursday, January 15, at noon for a covered dish lunch.  

Everyone is invited to participate in this fun event as we celebrate the new year together. 

Please contact Judy Myers for more details (706-346-8993).  

Let’s welcome this new year together at our next United Women in Faith    
meeting on Saturday, January 10, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  We will enjoy lemon 
blueberry pancakes, bacon, juice and coffee together 
followed by our program presented by Daniel and 
Jenna Bosarge who will update us on the new                     

Children’s Museum of Rome.  What a wonderful addition this will 
be for the children of our community and surrounding areas!  
Come and learn all about it so you can share with others.  Bring a 
guest if you know someone who would be interested in learning 
more about the new museum.  Thank you to Shirley Dodson for arranging this for us.  We 
will be finished by 11:30 a.m. so you can get on with your day.   
 
The cost for brunch is $5 per person. Please make a reservation by texting or 
calling Cindy (706-346-0786) or email butlerjrt@gmail.com. Everyone is invited!  
I look forward to seeing each of you on Saturday, January 10! 
 
Cindy Smith 
UWF President 

Harris Baby Shower on Sunday, January 18 

Mark your calendar and plan to stay after church on Sunday, January 18, for a baby       
shower for Avery and Brooke Harris. They are having a little boy, Judah Mayberry, in 
March.  
 

They are registered at Walmart and Amazon. The meal will be provided (donations                 
accepted for the cost). Come and help us celebrate this happy occasion.  
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Blessings and Gratitude 

Second Avenue Church, 

Thank you so much for the coats so generously            
donated to bless those in need. You are truly the 
hands and feet of Jesus and we pray that He will 
bless you abundantly. 

Loving Others Ministry 

Budgeted amount needed as of December: $246,771 

Budgeted amount given as of December: $221,638 

Financial giving in month of December (Budget and Designated): $38,404 

Vital Signs 

New Upper Room Devotionals Now Available 

January –February Upper Room daily devotionals are now available at the church.  Plan 
to pick yours up on Sunday or stop by the church during office hours.  If you need Laura 
to mail you a copy (either Large Print or Regular size), please call her at the church office    
(706-234-6406) or email her (2ndave@bellsouth.net). 

Dear Second Avenue Family, 
Working at Second Avenue all these years has been 
more than a job for me. My arriving at this church 
was the answer to prayers, both mine and the 
church’s. My hope is that I have been a blessing to 
the church because I have been so blessed by the 
many kindnesses shown to me during my time 
here, especially during the very darkest days of my 
life. I have felt loved and supported and will always 
cherish the care shown to me. I am deeply grateful 
for all the kind words, well wishes, and gifts as I 
move forward into a new phase of life.  I cherish the 
friends I have made here over the years and will 
miss seeing you each week. You will always have a 
place in my heart.  
 
 

Much love, 
JoAnn Thomas 

Dear Second Avenue Church Family, 
 

Many thanks from your staff for the 
wonderful expressions of love and 
gratitude that are bestowed on us 
during the holidays and throughout  
the year.  Second Avenue UMC is a 
wonderful place to work and                   
worship.   
 

Blessing to you all, 
Pastor Stephanie, JoAnn, Paula, 
Jackie 

Second Ave. UMC, 

We received some lovely hand-
knitted baby blankets and clothes 
from your church. That is such a 
great gift for one of our precious  
mamas and babies. Please thank 
whoever made these.  

Much love, 

Haven Health Clinic for Women 
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Meet Our New Employees 

Our new office administrator is Laura Bledsoe. Laura and her husband 
Doug Meredith have been members at Second Avenue since 2012. Their 
son, Jesse Meredith (14) is also a member of Second Avenue.  

Laura has spent 25+ years working in FDA & USDA regulations in food 
manufacturing for global food companies as well as doing small                  
business consulting and social media management for local-to-Rome 
companies. Laura and Doug are hobby farmers with a passion for        
tending and rehabilitating animals of all types and sizes.  

Laura is excited to transition into a servant role for the church, congregation and                  
community in her new position at Second Avenue. If you need to contact Laura outside of 
office hours, her phone number is: 770-374-7070. Her favorite verse comes from Psalm 
46:10—“Be still…” 

After 17 years of dedicated service, JoAnn Thomas is stepping down as church secretary  

and custodian of  Second Avenue UMC.  Her final work day with us was December 31.  

 

We will honor JoAnn with a covered dish lunch following worship on Sunday, January 4. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the church office. Please contact Nina 
Wheeler (706-506-9528) for details or to offer assistance. Mark your calendar and plan to 
be here to wish JoAnn well as she begins a new phase of her life. 

Goodbye Lunch for JoAnn Thomas 

Our new custodian is Sheena Baker. Sheena is married, is a 
proud mother of five children, and family is the heart of her life. 
With a full and active household, she embraces the joy,                      
challenges, and meaningful moments that come with raising a 
large family. She spends much of her time supporting her               
children and enjoys being present for their activities, especially 
watching and cheering them on as they participate in several 
Model High/Middle School sports. Being on the sidelines,                  
celebrating their effort and growth, is one of her favorite ways to 
show her love and encouragement.  
 

Sheena has worked at Engineered Floors for the past 16 years and currently works from 
home. Her phone number is 706-266-8693. 
 
“I appreciate this new opportunity and I am excited to begin. I look forward to               
meeting everyone and contributing in a wonderful way.” 

 

 

"A new role means a new opportunity to grow and succeed." — Unknown. 
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801 East Second Avenue 

Rome, GA 30161 

Phone: 706-234-6406 

Email: 2ndave@bellsouth.net 

Second Avenue United Methodist Church 

Our Vision:  
“Knowing Christ & Making Christ Known” 

We’re on the Web:  

2aveumc.org 

Birthdays & Anniversaries: 
If we haven’t included your birthday 

or  anniversary, please contact                     
Laura in the church office 

(706.234.6406).                           

January Birthdays  

1/01    Martha Rogers 
1/01    Wayne Wilkey 
1/02    Brynn Flanery 
1/03    Mills Embree 
1/05    Pat Jones 
1/07    Kenneth Brokate 
1/07    Philip Gaston 
1/09   Terry Clift 
1/11    Tim Flanery 
1/12    JoAnn Thomas 
1/16    Sue Duck 
1/20    Paula Brown 
1/20    Tom Collum 
1/21    Nancy Davis 
1/22   Emily Embree 
1/22   Beverly Gauthreaux 
1/24   Judy Myers 

January Anniversaries 

01/23  Sung & Man Lee 
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